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4th  Quarter  Report for Dancescape South Africa October to
December 2019

Daily dance cl asses continued during  school term times throughout October
to December 2019 (3.00pm 1 6.00pm Venue Zolani Hope Centre T Mantlane
Road Zolani Ashton) engaging children in beginner and senior dance

sessions. Dancescape South Africa (DSA) was able, t hrou gh the kind
donations of individuals and organizations to employ 1 full time resident
teacher . We were also able to provide stipends for 2 trainee teachers and

pay for the services of a director / administrator and a general assistant . We
cont inue to provide the transport, living and accommodation costs for two

students at the Cape Academy of Performing Arts and will be providing
assistance for a third from early 2020 . Without financial support we would

also be unable to tend to the day to day running costs. We thank all who

have made it possible to pres erve the Fiona Sargeant Legacy and to uplift

the disadvantaged youth of our country through dance.

October 2019 :

This month started with a lot of energy and excitemeiter returningfrom school holidag to
start the fourth term we knew thatmuch had 6 be done in a short amount of time. It was all
about gettingready to perform at thel5" Baxter Dance Festivalhis would be théirst time



that Dancescape South Africa would be daneitthe festivaland we all hoped that it would

not be the last. Wenly had four days left to make sure that all the dancers especially those

who had not been with DSfar longknewtheirstepsp ¢ KS& a22y € SFENYyd GKI G
doing the steps but about also communicating a message, a story or a feeling/emiien.
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American Negro Spiritual Songs. The Choreographeoneasf our former studentsl.utho

Zweadala,who is currently a full time student at the Cape Academy of Perfagrarts. We had

to adjust the choreography a little to accommoddkes smaller group and those struggling with

their technique. Lutho himself had performed one of the three male parts whichshioéd

piece together. Our challenge wasitspireour young meno bring their own dynamic to the

piece and keep it alivé.am glad to reporthat all theR | y Or8sHJa the occasivand we

were ready and excited to travel down to Cape TowrSaturday the % of October.

Above: The DSA dancers are ngaéol perform at the Baxter Dance Festival
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and was jam packed with performandag professionajroups and also established dance

schools. This T (i S Nye#@nyaréreferredto as the Fring Festival comprised of a variety

of performances from schools all around Cape Town and the Western Cape. Ranging from

delightful belly dancing to explosive hip hop, there was a variety of styles. | must say that the

standard was very high and can alsooghaO( UG Kl G 5Fy O0Saol LIS {2dziK ! 7
exception. They performed to a very hilgiveland were rewarded with aequally appreciative

applause. We hope to return next year to build upon what we have started.



Kristine lasreported that Thimna Ndwe is doing very well and continuesxtcegin her
dancing.Thimng another of our studerg, isin America doing a six month dance intensive in
San Francisco, California.



Above: Kristine Elliott with Thimna Ndwe, currently training in California

On Saturday the Iof October Milisa
Mathiso, another of our students, attended 3
audition & the Cape Academy of Performing
Arts. Milisa has been a student with DSA for
many years and she has developed an
excellent technique. We hope that will get a
place at the academy.

Right: Milisa Mathiso (front) performing in
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On the 22° of October DSA had it Annual General Meeting. | am glad to report that all is well.
Our Chairperson, SaralReichet delivered her report, generally pleased with the progress and
Marelettavan ZyMunday, the DSA treasureishappy with the financialandition of

Dancescape South Africa. We hope to continue our work and preserve the Fiona Sargeant
Legacy.



November 2019

This month continued to see growing numbers and consistent attendance in our young
dancers group. Ngaba Mafilika, our resident teacher, hanldacilitating a good mix of fun

street dance and traditional and then throwing in the challenges of classical ballet. The kids are
drawn into the studio by the fun stuff and then also get to focus on the more serious and
demanding ballet steps as welh& older kids had to deal with the end of year school exams.
Attendance numbers dropped a little for the first half of the month and started to pick up only
once exams were finished.

Above: Our youngest students enjoying class with Ngaba Mafilika, our resident teacher.



Milisa Mathiso reeived the exciting news iINovember that she has been given a scholarship to

attend the Cape Academy of Performing Arts in Cape Town for three years starting inyJanua

next year. She will be joining Lihle Mfene and Lutho Zwedala who are currently full time

students at the academy. Dancescape South Africa is working in collaboration with Mary Silver

and her NPO based in McGregor to assist Milisa with living, tranapdraccommodation

O02aitad L Y KFLILBE (2 NBLRNI (223 GKIFIG aAftAralQ
R I dz3 Kebtipdr$dsaWe wish Milisa all the very best and hope that this opportunity will bring

her a welldeserved career in the performing arid/e also wish the young men Lutho and Lihle

every success in the year ahead. Lihle will be entering into his final year and Lutho his second

year of the three year course.

Above left Ngaba MafilikaCentre surrounded by some of our young studeright: Thimna
Ndwe in class in San Francisco, USA



Two of our young dancers, Aphiwe November and Chuma Matiso have been urged by Kristine
Elliott to submit audition videos to attend a dance intensive at the American BalletiEhieat
the USA. This is destined to happen over the month of June 2020. We managed to find the time
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this in the months to come.

December 2019

This month we broke up just before the official school termeshdecause we wanted to focus
on the piece we are going to be performing in Hamburg, Germany eaxtiy February. The
dance piece is calledUbizc and has been choreographed by Lihle Mfene. Ubizo means the
calling andcentersaround Anathi, a young South Afan woman. She is outside havrhe in

the village that she lives and becomes aware ofregsa he distance. She thinks it isming
from inside somebod® house. The song is getting louder and louder but sh@&ad where it
is coming from. Anathi realizes that it is coming from inside her h&asghe begis to fight the
song becaus@® hurting her ears and does not want to go away. She seeks help from three
traditional healers who tell herhiat she is meant to be a Sangoma. A Sangisraaespeted
healer, who heals physicahental, emotional and spiritual problems. The tradit healers
guide her through the ceremony which finally makes her a Sangoma.
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Above and all below are pictures taken during rehearsalizc



Apart from conductingehearsalsn the first half of he month my focus was on trying to sort

all the paperwork required to apply f@chengervisasto travel inGermany. We have been

invited to attend the ¥ Biennale Tanzausbildung to be held in February 2020 at the Kampnagel
in Hamburg, Germanyd @ &onderful opportunity for us to ba partof this event and to meet
with several otheorganizationdrom both around the world an@ermany.The organizers of

the eventwere able to provide our transport and othekpensesvhilst attending the event.

We areforevergratefulfor all that they have done to make the journey possible.

oKampnagel is one of the most outstanding and biggestemtersin Europe. It is known as a
major phatform for innovative performance, theatre, conterofary dance and other related

arts in the international as well as local context. Kampnagel has established itself as a place,
whichpresents side by side wekhown names of the international arts scereed. Peter Brook,
Robert Wilson, Pina Bausch, Robert Lepage, Arianne Mnouchkine, Rosasdjas young
unknown atists forwhich Kampnagel has been a starting point foeir international

promotion £ ¢ a quotefrom our invitationletters.



